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The Development of the Lexical Word /pen/ in Thai*

sk
Sureenate Jaratjarungkiat

Abstract

In present-day Thai, the lexical word /pen/ has four meanings
which are ‘to be alive’, ‘to arise/occur’, ‘to exist’, ‘to know (how to do, the
feeling state). This article aims to study the four meanings of the lexical
word /pen/, from Sukhothai period right up until the present, to elucidate the
linkage or connection between them in the development process, and to
address the question as to whether the relationship among them is

polysemy or homonymy.

The finding suggested that the development of the four meanings
of the lexical word /pen/ can be classified into four periods: (1) from
Sukhothai through Thonburi, (2) the reigns of King Rama | and King Rama
I, (3) the reigns of King Rama Il and King Rama 1V, and (4) from the reign
of King Rama V to the present.

* This paper is a part of the author’s dissertation entitled “The Devalopment
of the word /pen/ in Thai.” Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University.
The author gratefully acknowledges the financial support from “Chulalongkorn
University Graduate Scholarship to commemorate the 72" anniversary of His Majesty

King Bhumibol Adulyadej.”

** Lecturer, Centre for Modem Languages, School of Humanities and Social

Sciences, Nanyang Technological University, e-mail: sureenate@ntu.edu.sg
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It was also found that in their development, the four meanings of
the lexical word /pen/ are related. The lexical word /pen/ meaning ‘to be
alive’ was the original word, and it has developed into the lexical word /pen/
with different meanings. The development process has split into two
pathways. The first pathway started from the lexical word /pen/ meaning ‘to
be alive’ and has developed into the lexical word /pen/ meaning ‘to
arise/occur’ and the lexical word /pen/ meaning ‘to know (how to do, the
feeling state)’. Another pathway started from the lexical word /pen/ meaning
‘to be alive’, and led to the lexical word /pen/ meaning ‘to exist’. These
developments emerged from two processes: the process of metonymy and
that of metaphor. In conclusion, the relationship among the four meanings

of the lexical word /pen/ is polysemy.

Keywords: historical linguistics; language change; polysemy; lexical word;

metonymy; metaphor
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