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A Comparison of Local Newspaper Criminal Headlines in

Pattani and Khon Kaen and the Social Attributes

They Reflect: A Sociolinguistic Study*

sksk
Anongnard Nusartlert

sksksk
Suriyong Limsangkass

Abstract

It is well known that content and language used in criminal news
presented on front page of local newspapers differ because of the incidents
occurring in each location. However, it cannot be denied that editors play an
important role in choosing the headlines to be printed on the front page of
newspaper and this is true in Isan and the South of Thailand. Therefore, this
research aimed 1) to compare the frequency of front page newspaper criminal

headlines between Pattani and Khon Kaen, 2) to analyze and compare types of
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criminal news in those local newspapers, and 3) to analyze and compare
language used including social factors reflected in the language in those local
newspapers. The data were collected from local newspapers in Khon Kaen and
Pattani from March to November 2016, a period of 6 months. The results were
that the frequency of criminal headlines in Isan was higher than in Pattani. The
dominant types of criminal news in Pattani were criminal news concerning
bombings whereas the dominant types of criminal news in Isan were headlines
concerning criminal in temple. The dominant style of the language of both local
newspaper headlines were using serial verbs to show actions and using
abbreviations and numbers. Moreover, complements to indicate severe situations
was the dominant style of the Southern local newspaper whereas using indirect
meaning of words was the dominant style of the language used in Isan. This
research reveals different social attributes of the two cultures reflected in the

types of criminal news and the language used.

Keywords: newspaper; language in crime news; Northeastern Thailand;

Southern Thailand
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