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Architectural and Spatial Designs for Young Children from Montessori Approach
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Abstract

This study searches for the knowledge about architectural and spatial designs for young children led
by Montessori approach. It aims to compile the relevant information and then to create a data base that could
assist the architectural and spatial designs following the Montessori philosophy. Based on a document analysis,
the study process consists of 1) identification of the educational goals, 2) recognition of the potential which
the physical environment has for achieving the goals, and 3) phrasing the goals in operative concepts that
can be translated into physical design. The result of the study displays the main ideas of the architectural
and spatial designs following the Montessori approach. According to Montessori, environment is significant in
children’s learning processes and “prepared environment” is a key to provoke children’s freedom to choose,

to be independent, and ultimately, to discover, to have awareness and to develop all by themselves.

Keywords: Architectural and Spatial Designs for Children, Children’s Space, Early Childhood, Montessori
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