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The Transition of Roles of Public Spaces in Thailand
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Abstract

This study discusses a literature review on public space involving the universal and Thai historical
benchmarks for the definition, importance and evolution of land use and lifestyle patterns in national and
global contexts. It purposes to find factors influencing the role of public space in functioning the users and
transition of the role of public space utilization of Thai society. The results indicated the relationships between
physical space and users according to the benchmarking. Its characteristics vary along the dynamics of city
where the public space exists. The study found main factors that affect the role of public space in serving
user including physical characters of public space, users, and social conditions. In addition, the findings
illustrated transition of the use of public space in Thailand on various activities from past to present as follows:
1) recreation and social interaction, 2) exchange and trade, 3) belief and religion manifestation, 4) political
space for people power, 5) education and learning, 6) quality of life improvement, 7) reflection of user’s social
value and status, 8) transportation and connectivity capability, 9) provision of convenience, and 10) landmark
and city image. Henceforth, an approach for creation of Thai public spaces should concern users’ lifestyles

and activities from past to present in order to provide the maximum utilization for people and city.
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