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An Analysis of Thai Identity through Principles of Cultural Relations

in Foreign Tourists’ Opinion
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Abstract

This research objective is to analyze the Thai Identity representing Thainess in foreign tourists’ opinions
for designer to use research results in designing products for foreign tourists by collecting data from 400 foreign
tourists at Pattaya City Chonburi province with questionnaires. Independent variables are personal factors and
opinions. Dependent variables are Thai Identity in foreign tourists’ opinions. The data were analyzed from
percentage and frequency. The results bring to classified and categorized the information according to 3 cultural
related principles: Culture of Ideas (THINKING), Culture of Norms (DOING) and Culture of Materials (HAVING).
The results showed that signs of Thai identity could be classified as follows. First group with 71 percent is
expressed by nature and environment found with 11 sub-representatives. Second group with 34.50 percent is
conveyed by culture of materials found with 8 sub-representatives. Third group with 25.50 percent is expressed
by culture of norms found with 6 sub-representatives. Fourth group with 18.25 percent is conveyed by other

categories which could not be classified found with 6 sub-representatives. Moreover, fifth group with 8.50 percent
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is expressed by culture of ideas found with 2 sub-representatives. Product designer can use the result data
based on Peirce’s semiotic principle including use of signifier: iconic sign, indexical sign and symbolic sign in

design.

Keyword: Thai Identity, Foreign Tourists, Opinion
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