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Abstract

The objectives of this research, potential factors effecting contemporary animated Thai fims, are to
study traditional of animated films in Thailand and to explore what are the reasons behind the potential in
contemporary animated Thai flms. Additionally, this research also aims to find ways to improve Thai animated
films with more progress. The researcher has framed to study animated Thai feature fims shown in theatres
starting from the first one in 1979 (2016), 12 fims in total by searching the beginning and development of
Thai animated films, analyzing contents as well as techniques of creativity and also in-depth interview of

4 film directors.
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The result of the research found that all techniques through 37 years, Thai animated films can be
classified into 2 periods which are traditional animation and contemporary animation. The traditional one was
the first Thai animated film, Sudsakorn (1979). Contemporary form of animated films started in 2002 which
includes various flms such as King Vikram and Vetal The Vampire (2002), Pang Pond the Future World
Adventure (2002), Khan Kluay (2006), The Life of Buddha (2007), Nak (2008), Khan Kluay 2 (2009), Echo
Planet (2012), Yak: The Giant King (2012), The Story of Mahajanaka (2014), Ananta: Light of hope (2015)
and Khun Thong Daeng the Inspiration (2015). However, there are only 2 fims are benefit successful which
are Khan Kluay and Yak: The Giant King. From the studies, we found that most of Thai animation fims are
not successful because of the following reasons: 1) market strategy targeted to small group, 2) changing from
television to movie system without attention on the quality, 3) movies were adapted from Thai ancient fiction
stories without adding new creativity or excitement to the audience and 4) techniques need to be improved
comparing with the USA due to the pack of no experts and resources of animation technology. To enhance
Thai animated fim for world competition, we need to promote our script works which are the foundation of
the creativity and enhance design works in Thai style which will be different and remarkable from other countries.
The government should increase career opportunities for professionals in the animation industry then they will

be able to keep on developing and improving their skills continuously.
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