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Public Spaces Governance as a Common-Pool Resource
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Abstract

This paper presents the literature review of the concept of governing the urban public spaces as a
common-pool resource. The focus is on the relationship between the right to the public spaces and fairness in
governance. The article is divided into 3 parts, 1) the conceptual framework of governing the common-pool
resource, 2) public spaces governance as a common-pool resource, and 3) fairness in governance. The key
conclusion is that even though urban public spaces are fundamentally problematic in the same way as other
types of common-pool resources. That is, too many users, the use of space in the wrong way and the inability to
exclude other users who do not share the cost of maintenance will result in inadequate resources for demand or
degradation. But discouraging users from the area is not a good way to restore the quality of resource system,
such as other types of common-pool resources. The public space requires balance between exploitation and
exclusion. The ultimate goal of public space governance is to maintain the quality and efficiency of the area so
that it can respond to the needs of the diverse population equally while maintaining a balance between

abandonment and overcrowding in inappropriate ways. In summary this article insists that the most important
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threat to public space governance is state power and capitalism. This can result in public space being converted
to private property, which will result in the exclusion of people from the area and the pursuit of personal interest.

The people who are most affected are the underprivileged in the city itself.

Keywords: Urban Public Space, Common-Pool Resource, Governance, Fairness
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