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Adaptation and Transformation of Thale Noi Community &

Vernacular Dwelling Houses
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Abstract

This research aims to study the relationships between natural environment and ways of life in local waterside
architectural structures. Qualitative methods by a field research approach to study appearances of vernacular
architecture were adopted. Additionally, data were collected from unstructured interviews with a theoretical framework
to analyze the dimensions of cultural ecology and comparative analysis framework.

It was found that the adaptation changes of Thale Noi community’s vernacular houses affected changes of
interior and exterior structure and the features of houses. The adaptation of exterior space caused by the natural
ecology resulted in changes of original soil walkway area to a high-lift wooden foot bridge. The space beneath the
elevated floor of local houses are no longer built because of the development of current transportation. There is a
change of simple house features called Ruen Khrueng Phook (house assembled by binding with natural materials, e.g.
rattan) to a real hardwood house or Ruen Khrueng Sab. Due to the employment of other housing architectural styles

and technological development, the roofing and building materials have been changed from wood to concrete and
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from traditional to contemporary style. Changes of interior and utilizing spaces have been impacted by a roadside
(becoming like a natural soil wall) along Thale Noi that blocks water circulation. Consequently, spaces under houses
are flooded and elevated ground floors are fully utilized and one of the most important areas is a balcony.
Furthermore, in the process of cultural changes and a new way of life is gradually approaching, the rice storage room
culturally symbolized rice farmers is adapted as a bedroom. Likewise, a toilet is relocated from a detached outdoor
area at Krachood (a grass-like plant, Sedges family) field to the indoor house area. The kitchen is relocated from an
outside area behind the house to an inside area. In conclusion, modern development has brought adaptation to Thale

Noi's community to socially transform and live in the present.
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