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Abstract

This study aims to reveal the embedded spiritual ideology of Thai-Khmer ethnic groups that reflects in
community spaces and vernacular houses in Thailand’s Lower Northeastern cultural context. To achieve the aim
of the study, both observation of Thai-Khmer communities in Buriram, Surin, and Sisaket provinces and in-depth
interviews of dwellers of selected community in Sisaket were conducted. The study illustrates that, in Thai-Khmer

communities, the ideology linking to super-naturalness had a strong influence on people’s behaviors and formed
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people’s ways of living. For Thai-Khmer, there are three main spiritual forms: spirits of ancestor, spirits in
environment, and spirits in individuals’ believes. These spiritual beliefs principally shape the embedded ideology
that reflects the characteristics and uses of community spaces and vernacular houses. The reflection can be
seen from 1) the spiritual beliefs that affect environmental management, use of space, and cultural landscape in
the communities, 2) the beliefs in ancestral spirit that reflect in planting and spirit house building, and 3) the
beliefs in ancestral spirit that affect the uses of two main spaces in vernacular houses; front balcony and hall
serving as a ritual area and a meeting place, and the sacred room, a restricted area of the household. These
particular spaces are common features that still appear in the layouts of traditional, modified, and new Thai-
Khmer dwellings. Such characteristics show that spiritual beliefs have found the key ideology embedded in Thai-

Khmer ways of living.

Keywords: Spiritual Ideology, Vernacular House, Space, Thai-Khmer, Lower Northeastern Thailand
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