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Abstract

There are 138 old waterfront communities along the Chao Phraya river basin and the other
neighborhood river basins, including Bang Pakong and Mae Klong river basins. Each community had its own
settlement patterns and physical characteristics varied by cultural landscapes and agricultural activities in relating
to river flow and behavior. This shaped a unique water-based livelihood and created a network of waterfront
communities linking a life from past to present. However, without realizing, several communities started to lose
their characteristics, or even disappear, due to the rapid and unprecedented changes of social and economy
demands of contemporary society.

To understand the fundamental changes of the communities’ characteristics, the patterns of threats that

affected physical characteristics of the old waterfront communities were revealed. This article reviewed the
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information of traditional architecture, cultural landscape, and community. A mixed method was implemented
through both quantitative research on rapid surveys in community level and qualitative research on
documentation and literature review. Issues relating threats that affected traditional waterfront communities were
analyzed and discussed. The result revealed the factors that affecting the physical and cultural landscape
changes, especially in the river port town, that were the urbanization and the irrigation infrastructures, e.g., a
construction of the dam and the road that serves as a water barrier, which were developed by the
government after the 2011 floods. These caused the changes of the community’s way of life, and systematically

affected the traditional community’s network.

Keywords: Waterfront Community, Threats, Changes, Physical Characteristics, Chao Phraya River Basin
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