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Abstract

The higher education in Thailand has included public and private universities. Nowadays, Thailand’s
public universities are facing new challenges from a high degree of competitien among other institutions because
of the emergence of new curriculums in private universities, reduced direct funding from the government, and
the need for curriculum development to meet student and market's needs in rapid changing. Therefore, the
purpose of this study is to examine the factors that affect the decision of high school students to study at
higher education and to rank those factors that influence students’ decision. In addition, research guestion is
“What are significant strategic factors influencing high school siudents in Bangkok to select universities?”
To answer the research question, the questionnaires were administered to a sample of 2,544 high school
students from 50 schools in Bangkok. The data was analyzed using computer software in frequency and
Multiple regression in order to analyze factors the affect ‘student's need to study in public universities' as
an dependent factor from 14 independent factors; 1. academic reputation, 2. lecturer's quality, 3. facilities,
4. influence from friends, 5. influence from parents, 6. school counseling, 7. financial support, 8. job prospects,
9. social values, 10. personal impression, 11. reputation, 12. advertising, 13. good image, 14. up-to-date equip-
ments. The result indicates that all independent faciors except facilities, friend's advice, financial assistance
and social values are the factors that lead towards high school students’ need to study in public universities.
Lastly, when the university is struggling for academic success, only the universities’ reputations do not provide
the answer. The 14 factors discussed in this study will provide direction for directors of university to increase

efficiency by understanding high school's siudent decision.
Keywords: Student's Needs Student's Attitudes High School Students Public University
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