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Abstract

Creating the identity for academic or institutional architecture in Thailand northeastern region (lsan)
depends on the selection of significant symbols and ways of communication that a designer or an architect intend
to deliver to the users. The objectives are to 1) explore significant symbolic patterns and forms presented in
academic or institutional buildings in Thailand Northeastern region, 2) analyze the visual impact and interpretation
of significant symbolic forms and patterns, and 3) decode significant symbolic forms and patterns reflecting Thai
Isan signification. The research methods included on-site survey on the academic institutional buildings in thirteen

academic institutes, which represented Isan signification. The perception of signification was analysed. Four
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hundred and fifteen questionnaires were used to ask students, teachers, support staff, and outsiders, and
interview questionnaires were also used to inquire architects and scholars in architecture.

The results of the study showed that the respondents understood the signification of buildings
representing the northeast style, a gable roof and Khmer castle style. The prototype of Northeastern Region was
the most selected residential (Huan-lsan). Decoding signification from the architectural design ideas revealed
three key issues: 1) the use of interpretive signification from context and metaphors of key characteristics of Isan,
2) Isan identity in the form of gable roofs, high basements, and wall designs, and 3) the use of signification that
architects must understand the purpose of the building in order to use the signification to represent Isan identity
and reduce the use of original forms and patterns in order to build a way to communicate their own language as
much as possible. In conclusion, the use of Isan architectural signatures requires simplification and
straightforward language from Huan Isan, a stone castle, a religious building to increase people’s recognition and
reduces using original forms to create a new architectural language. The architect also needs to aware the

northeastern vernacular architectural language.

Keywords: Semiology, Architecture, Academic Institutions in the Northeastern Region
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