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Abstract

This research article aims to explore the spatial components of the Wat Ket, Fah Ham, and San Pa
Koi connected areas in Chiang Mai and analyze their roles in defining the identity of the cultural landscape.
The research problem is to investigate how exploring spatial components that define the cultural landscape
identity in the study area will yield results and how the roles and importance can be identified. The
researcher uses qualitative research methods focused on field surveys, cultural landscape surveys, and
unstructured interviews as tools for data collection. The sample groups include four selected communities
within the district and a group of 44 informants. Subsequently, physical data analysis and interview
information are used and presented through descriptions, maps, and illustrations. The research findings
indicate that the spatial components defining the cultural landscape identity within the study area can be
categorized into nine groups, including open spaces for recreation in the Baan San Pa Khoi community,
open spaces along the Ping River near Nawarat Bridge, commercial areas in the San Pa Khoi Market,
commercial areas on Kaew Nawarat Road, educational and hospital areas, commercial areas on Charoen
Mueang Road, commercial areas on Bumrungrad Road, commercial areas along the Ping River in the area
of the 1st Church, Chiang Mai (old building), commercial areas along the Ping River in the Wat Ket area, and
the McCormick Hospital area. In terms of analyzing the roles in defining the identity of the cultural
landscape, they can be categorized into five roles, including historical and cultural areas, commerce and

economic activity areas, architecture and community areas, religious and spiritual areas, and public areas.
Keywords: Spatial Element, Identity of Place, Cultural Landscape, Neighborhood in Chiang Mai
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Process of Studying Cultural Landscape
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Figure 1 Process of Studying Cultural Landscape Components.
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Source: Adapted from UNESCO (2004)
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Source: Adapted from satellite imagery obtained from Google Maps (2023)
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Table 1 The role of spatial components in defining the identity of the cultural landscape in the study area.

Spatial Components

Characteristics

Role in Cultural Landscape Identity

Historical and Cultural Areas
Criteria: Landmarks and heritage
sites, continuous cultural activity

zones, historical property lines.

- Presence of temples, historical
landmarks, and traditional
architecture.

- Specific sites with historical

importance.

Essential for preserving and
promoting cultural identity,
reflecting historical significance.

- Symbolizes the historical legacy
of the region, connecting the past

with the present.

Commerce and Economic
Activity Areas

Criteria: Commercial property
boundaries, density of business
establishments, main commercial

thoroughfares.

- Places fostering cultural
interactions and diversity.
- Markets, shops, and economic

hubs.

- Promotes cultural exchange,
contributing to a vibrant and
diverse cultural identity.

- Drives the local economy,
showcasing economic activities

intertwined with cultural practices.

Architecture and Community
Areas

Criteria: Architectural significance,
community use spaces, public

access areas.

- Mix of traditional and
contemporary buildings.
- Open communal areas, gathering

spots, and markets.

Reflects a blend of heritage and
urban development, showcasing
the area's evolution.

- Facilitates community
engagement, fostering a sense of

belonging and shared identity.

Religious and Spiritual Areas
Criteria: Property boundaries of
religious sites, associated open
spaces, and facilities serving the

religious community.

Architectural landmarks, spiritual
practices, and community

gathering spaces.

Anchors of tradition and heritage,
shaping social and spiritual

community values.

Public Areas
Criteria: Publicly accessible land,
government-owned properties,

parks, and recreation areas.

Parks, gardens, and proximity to

the river.

Contributes to environmental
identity, providing natural and

recreational spaces.
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