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Metropolises around the world witness the social disputes over the use of public space, especially
those concerning the existence of street food. This article aims to study the development of street food
management in Asian metropolises in four countries, including Japan, Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan,
both in terms of policy and operations for lessons learned in spatial management and providing application
guidelines to street management in Thai context. The research methods included collecting secondary data
from related research documents, along with collecting primary data on the format of street food in the
metropolis. The results showed that the development street food management can be divided into 3
stages, including the developing economy stage, the high economic growth stage, and the developed
economy stage. In Japan, there were regulations for street management, which did not allow any trading
activities on the street. In Singapore, street management relocated the activities into the Hawker Centre
where it developed into a UNESCO World Intangible Heritage. In South Korea, there was a progressive
formalization and lively street management scheme used to attract tourists. Just like in Taiwan, it was
organized as an inclusive night market. The principle for street food management can be divided into 3
components, including registration and licensing, allocating designated space, and management tools. These
lessons learned can be applied to Bangkok under the concept of inclusive street management that takes
into account of inclusive management with the livelihoods of socially vulnerable groups, providing
convenient walking and transportation space, preserving the street life and vibrant street food culture, and
maintaining the legitimacy of the use of public space. This will create a balance between pedestrian users

and street food vendors.
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Figure 1 Conceptual framework
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Figure 2 Street food management in Japan.
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Figure 3 Neo-Yatai and Yataimura in Japan.
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Figure 4 Street food management in Singapore.
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Figure 5 Hawker Centre in Singapore.
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Figure 6 Street food management in South Korea.
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Figure 7 Atmosphere of Street food in South Korea.
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Figure 8 Street food management in Taiwan.
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Figure 9 Atmosphere of Night Market in Taiwan.
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Table 1 Comparison of street food management in Japan, Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan

Case Policy, Laws & Regulations Characteristics of Street Food Shop
Japan Developing stage: Food Sanitation Act, Neo-Yatai is a food truck, which had 2.5x5 sq.m.
Road Law, Business License Ordinance This food truck was decorated in each food theme,
High economic stage: Preventing and included bin. There were about 5 to 10 food
newcomers and street food market, trucks, which mostly organized in front of big
Providing underground mall companies during lunch time.
Developed stage: Street activity Yataimura was a kind of food court or food street
revitalization, Food stall guidelines, Use of with cultural identity of Japan. Each shop had 3x3
private space sg.m. contained basic infrastructure and sanitation.
There were 10 — 20 shops in each Yataimura, which
located in private area.
Singapore Developing stage: One-time license, Hawker Centre was like food court, which each
planning to relocate out of the street shop had 2x2 sq.m. Each hawker centre contained
High economic stage: Relocating to Hawker 10 - 40 food shops, had infrastructure and
Centre, Managing Hawker Centre sanitation, and located next to subway station.
Developed stage: Inspection, cleaning,
price control, 24h available, Promoting as
culinary tourism
South Developing stage: Licensing — real name Pochangmacha was a kind of a big tent (4x6 sg.m.).
Korea system, Food Sanitation Act, tax system, It had dining area, infrastructure and sanitation.
traffic management There were around 5 - 20 shops located close to
High economic stage: Relocating to subway station.
designated areas (popular streets), Haechi shop was a modern food stall that was
providing modern street stand decorated with Korean cultural sign. There were
Developed stage: Legalizing new laws, around 50 - 100 stalls in popular streets and
preparing for newcomers, promoting as footpaths in designated areas.
food tourism, preventing sublet
Taiwan Developing stage: Licensed & fixed location Night Market was a food street that included food
- same area & relocation tent (3x3 sg.m.), small food trolley (1x1.5 sq.m.),
High economic stage: Stopped licensing, and medium-sized food trolley (1.5x2 sg.m.). Each
self-regulated communities of street night market had basic infrastructure and sanitation.
vendors [t mostly concentrated on footpath and public
Developed stage: Standardized designated space, and included 50 - 100 shops in each night
areas, preparing for newcomers, promoting market.
as tourist destination
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Figure 10 Relationship between street food management and inclusive street management.
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