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Abstract

The research had the objective to find the identity of the vernacular architecture of Lahu and to
explore the factors affecting the change of the household characteristics as well as to exhibit the value of the
Lahu local people’s architecture. The selected population sampling technique was a purposive type. The
emphasis was focused on the study area and the diversity of the architecture in the Northern part region.
The field-work survey included observation, measurement, drawing, photographs taking as well as interviewing
the local people in the area. Finally, the collected data was analyzed in the description.The study found that
the Lahu architecture could be divided into 4 categories, 1.} the traditional Lahu architecture 2.} the adaptive
Lahu architecture which composed of mixed materials 3.) the applied Lahu architecture and 4.) the modern
Lahu architecture. In the traditional Lahu architecture had characteristic reflected by sharp, size, scale, functional
and materials which was supplementary with knowledge, lifestyle and belief. Especially belief in soul and
spirits is an important factor existence of identity. But the present Lahu architecture had been changed to the
internal and external factors. For instance, the Lahu people are getting used to main-stream culture, thus

cause of change Lahu architecture.

Keywords: Vernacular Architecture Lahu Identity Change
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