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The Study of Evolution of Symbol and Meaning in Traditional Chinese Ornament
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the concept and meaning of traditional Chinese ornament
patterns to analyze the evolution. From the review of the literature about the history of China before the modern,
belief and meaning of Chinese ormament patterns to gather information and categories of the Chinese ornament
patterns. This research found that the evolution of ftraditional Chinese omament patterns is the long-term
evolution process of forming stylized and meaning, from simple to complicated ones. The Chinese ornament
patterns evolved from the abstract to the realism, from single motif to combination patterns, from image to
and character, and eventually turn to complex combination of motif. Originally Traditional Chinese ornament
patterns were meant to ornate or decorate objects with a motif so that its meaning was specific and simple,
reflecting the aesthetic taste of different periods and aesthetic ideals of rich cultural connotation. Then, evolved
info complex, subtle and symbolic ones relying on belief. Consequently, by means of homonym, the simple

meaning turn to the complex symbolic ones. The meaning developed from the denotation, a simple, clear-cut
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meaning or no meaning with pure aesthetic, to connotation, which required interpretation based on belief and

traditional ways of life. Almost all the symbolic patterns signify auspicious meaning.

Keyword: Chinese Ornament Pattern Symbol Meaning
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