Collective Actions and Physical Betterment

toward the Eradication of Poverty:
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COLLECTIVE ACTIONS AN*?
TOWARD THE ERAE_

Existing Conditions

The Koc-Nai-Kim neighberhood is located across ] ﬁl Al et EQ
the highway from the Bangkok Internetional Airport, LIOOEA “‘
eoveringehareq of 2,835 hectare. It is close to the Donmuang Lﬁ,f

Railway Statien, a sub-center, end a fameus centraband market.
The property belengs o a landlord who fithends o rent it to the
community, yet the scheme failed owing to the absence of
an organizer. The 500-household community, with an average
family size of six, thus squatted illagally, Mest household heads > i1
are the sole breadwinner working outside the community with .
unstable and insufficient income, Cther family members are forced I\ i
to stay unemployed due to the lack of life chance in S geas oo peposed hpfelmyanantanof st
the neighberhood. The chain of problems involves an array of
infertwining issues as illustrated in Chart 1. Herbs gersten #avig ci-aperchive A

Problem Statement =

The intertwining issues of physical environment and by,
poverty could be explained starting with the lack of -
public participation and community organization.
Witheut collective pewer, the community could not
negotiate with the landlord for land security, and 3
cauld not establish a commercial area to accommedate
economic activities, This situation reduces the life chance

21|

and eliminates the oppertunity ta generate supplementary u; S N Ry
income, and therefore, leads to shortage of basic neads. 2P Y [zsanedg ML O ENT S Eminrpojraeion
The lack of land security, in turn, leads to the lack e e e e e T e Rl
of public utilities and rundown sheliers, which further
60 itapairs livelihood. (see Chart I).
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Chart T The Intertwining stoges of problem
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Figure I The study area and its proximity to cther economic functions
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D PHYSICAL BETTERMENT
ICATION OF POVERTY

nal and Commercial Area

al arec will be set aside for socicl and
ivities, Sacial service facilities operated
f volunteers inclede a school, a day-care
-y, and a small community hall, Commercial
de an herb garden, an herb tea house, and
\ai massage parfor to attract tourists who
~ain station and the airport Yo stop by and
winthe exotic atmosphere of jraditional
the unique surrounding of herb garden,
tianel Thai nassege allows travelers to
zart of Thai courtesy and herb inassnge.
gearing toward the generating of income.
the unemployed, Housewives will produce
nd local Thai shack with the assistance of
. The mdke-shift day-care center helps
ounger chifdren while their mothers ore
working.

Strategy to Poverty Eradication

My design concept is centered around
the transformation of physical environment to
frigger economic and secial betterment. It aims
to tackle three leading issues: community
participation, communal area, and physical
environment. (See Chart II)

1. Community participation

A communify organization will be established
together with e local saving cooperative to fund
the physical development programs. Collective
power will be applied to negotiate with the
landlard, the NHA, und lace! paliticians fora
sensible rent and land seeurity, to obtain legal
right for utility, and to abtain building materials
for physica! improvement respectively. Locally
initiated projects will engoge youngster fo
utilize surplus labor. A job network will also be
established Yo inform community
members of werk opportunity.

3. Physical and Housing
improvement

Gradual beautifying of the community via

free local labor will improve the living conditions and
the attractiveness for a more feasible commercial

environment. The scheme will be supparted by

pelitician as well as architecture students for

material and consultation. Guidelines for shelter
rehabilitation will be suggesTed with
the consent of the community,
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COLLECTIVE ACTIONS AND
PHYSICAL BETTERMENT TOWARD
THE ERADICATION OF POVERTY

Existing Conditions

The Koo-Nai-Kim neighborhood is lecated across the highway from
the Bangkok International Airport, covering an area of 2.835 acres.
It is close to Donmuang Railway Station, a sub-center, and a famous
contraband market. The property belongs to a landlord who intends
to rent it to the community, yet the scheme failed owing to The ab-
sence of an organizer. The 500-household community, with an aver-
age family size of six, thus squatted illegally. Most household heads
are the sole breadwinner working outside the community with un-
stable and insufficient income. Other family members are forced to
stay unemployed due to the lack of life chance in the neighborhood.
The chain of problems involves an array of intertwining issues
as illustrated in Chart L.
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Praoblem Statement

The intertwining issues of physical environment and poverty could
be explained starting with the lack of public participation and com-
munity organization. Without collective power, the community could
not negotiate with the landlord for land security, and could not
establish a commercial area to accommodate economic activities. This
situation reduces the life chance and eliminates the opportunity to
generate supplementary income, and therefore, leads to shortage of
basic needs. The lack of land security, in turn, leads to the lack of
public utilities and rundown shelters, which further impairs liveli
hoad. (see Chart I).

Strategy to Poverty Eradication

My desigh concept is centered around the transformation of physi-
cal environment to trigger economic and social betterment. It aims to
tackle three leading issues: community participation, communal
areaq, and physical environment. (See Chart IT)
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1. Community participation

A community organization will be established together with a local
saving cooperative to fund the physical development programs. Col-
lective power will be applied to negotiate with the landlord, the NHA,
and local politicians for a sensible rent and land security, to obtain
legal right for utility, and to obtain building materials for physical
improvement, respectively. Locally initiated projects will engage
youngsters to utilize surplus labor. A job network will alse be estab-
lished to inform community members of work opportunity.

2. Communal and Commercial Area

A communal area will be set aside for social and economic activities.
Social service facilities operated by local volunteers include a school,
a day-care center, a library, and a small community hall. Commercial
activities include an herb garden, an herb tea house, and a tradi-
tional Thai massage parlor to attract tourists who travel via the train
station and the airport to stop by and enjoy herbal tea in the exotic
atmosphere of fraditional Bangkok and the unique surrounding of
herb garden. Exotic Traditional Thai massage allows travelers to ex-
perience the art of Thai courtesy and herb massage. The scheme is
geared toward the generating of income by the rest of the unem-
ployed. Housewives will produce and sell herb and local Thai snack
with the assistance of the children. The make-shift day-care center
helps take care of younger children while their mothers are working.

3. Physical and Housing improvement

Gradual beautifying of the community via free local fabor will im-
prove the living conditions and the attractiveness for a more feasible
commercial environment. The scheme will be supported by politicians
as well as architecture students for materials and consultation. Guide-
lines for shelter rehabilitation will be suggested with the consent of
the community.

63




