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Factors Affecting the Changes in the Krathumban Market, Samutsakhon
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Abstract

This research aims at analyzing the factors affecting in different periods of time the changes that
occurred in Krathumban Market, Samutsakhon province. It was found that in the past Krathumban Market was
one of the most important trade centers. Through the change of time, the environment as well as the people’s
needs was affected. When modern civilization seeped in everywhere, Krathumban Market had to adapt itself
to meet the people’s needs. The role of a trade center decreased dramatically. It also faced development
problems that were not consistent with the style and tradition of the Market. As a result, today Krathumban
Market can hardly reflect its uniqueness and glories as it once could. Thus, to restore this old waterfront
existence, it is necessary to study the factors affecting the changes in the past so that a genuine understanding
in drawing up future plans for its development can be reached. The result of this study can explain three
important elements that affected Krathumban Market. They are as follows: 1) Physical infrastructure, especially
the construction of new roads into the area, 2) Economic infrastructure leading to a variety of trade forms that
have offered more choices to shoppers, and 3) Social and cultural context as evidenced by a more educated
population, more careers and, some related issues such as negative attitudes of the dwellers towards old
buildings in the area. All of the above mentioned have made what Krathumban Market is today.
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