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ABSTRACT

This case study compares and contrasts the pattern of spatial utilization of two-story detached dwelling
for middle income group that were built between 1987-2007 by (1) the home owners, and (2) the housing
development companies. The research aimed at investigating ‘the allocation of spatial type’ and the ‘categorical
differentiation’ of 7 contemporary houses, in Bangkok Metropolitan and its perimeter, with an interior space
ranging from 102-230 square meters. The results indicated apparent trend in the reduction of spatial category
within the houses built by the housing development companies. On the contrary, the spatial categories in the
houses built by the home owners remain relatively stable over the period of 20 years. In term of spatial
allocation, changes in the both the sizing and the numbers of the area within both types of housing are found;
the area allocated for private spaces such as bedroom and bathroom had noticeably been increased in while the
common area for family gathering had been downsized. These findings warrant further investigation particularly
on the interplay between social factors, domestic life of the city dwellers, and the spatial arrangements

within their houses.

Keywords: categorical differentiation, detached house, domestic space, floor plan, housing development, space

allocation, spatial utilization, residential design, two-storey
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