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Conservation of Historic Districts in the United States
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Abstract

The creation of a historic district is to protect cultural and historical value of buildings in the
historic area from demolition caused by urban growth. It aiso promotes the distinctive cultural character
of the cities as practiced in many communities in the United States. Since the designation of historical
districts finds different expressions among different people and involves the law enforcement in placing
restrictions on the uses of property, establishing criteria for historic district selection and boundary
decisions has long been discussed and criticized by academics such as historians, archeologists and
conservationists, as well as the public and politicians. This article presents issues raised in creating a
historic district. It reviews criteria for historic district selection and boundary delineation, as well as
issues related to legal clefenéibility in protecting historical areas including the law enforcement, rights
of property owners, economic impact and conservation policies. Finally, it recommends the approaches

to successfully achieve local conservation and enhance the sense of place in such district.

Keyword: cities, historic districts, historic preservation, criteria
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