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Vernacular architecture: architectural education, research and practice
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Abstract

This paper discusses the issues, concepts, theories and philosophies of vemacular architecture.
It addresses the essence of discourses in vernacular architecture over decades by providing key literatures
that embrace theoretical and practical context of vernacular architecture. The expected outcome of this
paper aims at the development of theories, concepts, approaches and methods of vernacular studies in the
diversified context of Thailand. Significantly this paper explicates the diverse meanings of vernacular
architecture to point out that vernacular architecture study is not merely about architecture but about
multi-disciplines in which environment, ways of life, ideas and beliefs are tied together. Vernacular
architecture therefore has significance as cultural heritage and as the majority of architecture in the world.
Nevertheless vernacular architecture has gained only litile recognition, acknowledgement and significance
it deserves. This paper departs by emphasizing that conservation and transmission of vernacular
knowledge should be directed in such a way to embrace inter-disciplines from education, research

and practice.
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