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Abstract

This study examines the development of existing waterfront community markets along Tha Chin
River in Suphan Buri, Nakhon Pathom and Samut Sakhon provinces. A comparative study of the form and
the structure of the targeted waterfront community markets are concluded as a reason for their existence
complied with sufficient economy for sustainable development. This research used qualitative methods ranging
from reviewing literature, relevant research material, and history of the community markets and collecting
historic and aerial photographs and maps. The research was complemented with field survey and observation
of physical characteristics and community activities and in-depth interview by employing an open-ended
questionnaire about life style, commercial and service activities, relationship among physical, economic, social,
tradition and cultural characteristics of the community markets from the past to the present. Nonetheless, the
way in which community is organized and managed together with a guideline for the community markets’
rehabilitation was asked. The information was also gathered and analyzed from the focus group discussion

with participants, community leaders and local residents.

The result suggests that there are only two out of twenty five community markets which are Sam Chuk
market in Suphan Buri and Don Wai market in Nakhon Pathom that falls into the selection criteria, and both
of them have completed form and structure of waterfront community market. The main criterion that made
these two communities selected is the spatial component which is visible and reflects overall value. The spatial
component includes type of settlement and its outstanding architectural style. The secondary criterion is the
component of community organization and management. However, there is a different rank in this criterion
given from both community markets. The last criterion is learning component. Following the existence of form
and structure of the community markets, it can be concluded that the spatial component is the main factor,
following by the organization and management compeonents which are equally important, and the learning
component accordingly. However, these four components together are keys to the life and existence of
community market and its tourist destination. Nonetheless, these four components can be utilized in order to
assess other community markets elsewhere in order to promote tourism under the sufficient economy for

sustainable development.

Keywords: Waterfront Community Market Transformation Existence Tha Chin River
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