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The Cultural Landscape of Vietnam, Received Chinese and French Influences
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the cultural landscape of Vietnam, received Chinese and French influences.
Research methodology included literature reviews, survey and observation. The research found that Vietnam
was under Chinese administration since Han dynasty (140-86 BC) until Salon Emperor and Minh Mang
Emperor. Therefore, Vietnam had altered their culture according to the Chinese one constantly, including public
administration, custom and traditions, norms and believes, especially Confucius, hence the Chinese cultural
landscape had emerged. This included Chinese alphabet, ancestor worship ceremony, Weh royal palace planning
and landscape influenced by Chinese Forbidden City, and Emperor's mausocleum. 3ince 19th century, Vietnam
had changed to French influence, including public administration and education, especially the replacement of
Kwak to the Chinese alphabet, grid city planning, and arch shape application in door and windows of public
buildings, churches and housing. This French building ornament could be found only in larch cities, not in
village or high land areas where their indigenous building forms and landscape still preserved, like agriculture
and paddy field. The Vietnamese cultural landscape had been obvious here and transferred from one to the
next generation.
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