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Learning in Participatory Conservation of Cultural Landscape Values in Tai-Yai
Community through the Folk-Wisdom Inheritance of Making Jong Para:

A Case Study of Baan Muang Pon, Mae Hong Son Province
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Abstract

Cultural landscape values have reflected ways of life in the society, environments, and especially
basic values in living with pride. Like Baan Muang Pon, an oldest Tai-Yai community in Me Hong Son Province
that’ s trying to maintain its traditions and culture reflecting their conventional ways of life based on the faith
in Buddhism. This time, the community joined the researcher in the conservation of cultural landscape values
through the folk wisdom inheritance of making Jong Para®, to which participatory action research was applied.
This article presents the issues of knowledge obtained, while working with the community in each 3 phase
as follows: 1) building intimacy between the community and the researcher in the phase of the community’s
shared demand investigation through various skills of working that leading to the knowing of subjected demands
regarding the inheritance of cultural values among juvenile groups; 2) the use of cultural map as a tool in
the phase of participatory work through the manipulation of an appropriate tool that met the community’s
demands so as to create participatory and step-by-step learning of conducting cultural map in term of folk
wisdom of making Jong Para; and 3) the work of folk wisdom inheritance of making Jong Para in the phase
of community work through the observation of the performance and the outcomes of the conservation by the
community itself in views of environments, values of fundamental relationships, and understanding of work
implementation. These 3 essential phases were to be concluded as the learning issues from the conservation
outcomes. To describe, 1) The need to conserve values of cultural landscape in the community; 2) learning
to conduct conservation of cultural landscape values; and 3) the conservation of cultural landscape values.
Furthermore, recommendations were also added in the aspect of the development of work performance with
respect to roles as coordinators, work tools, work issues and work guidelines; for the sustainable conservation

of cultural landscape values which will be concretely in accordance with the community’s demands in the future.

Keyword: Conservation Cultural Landscape Values Participatory Action Research Jong Para
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Jon Para is Tai-Yai dialect referring to Buddhist castle. The term is composed of two words. The first one is Jong which
means ‘temple’ or ‘castle’ and Para means ‘Buddha’. The making of Jong Para’ is a significant folk wisdom to make the
castle for welcoming back the Buddha traveling down from the heaven to the earth on ‘Oak Pansa’ day (The end of Buddhist
lent day).
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