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Factors Affecting the Changes of Thawang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the factors affecting the changes of a commercial zone; a case study
of Thawang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province from past to present, in order to conclude the factors
affecting the changes of Thawang District in each period of time by researching the information from documents,
surveys and interviews of the locals. The findings from the study show that in an early commercial period,
Thawang District was a trading community of a river linear settlement along the banks of Thawang Canal.
The interaction primarily involved agricultural and trading activities along the canal banks. Conseguently,

Thawang became an important waterway traffic center during that period. As time passed on, the land transport
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gradually became an important mechanism in decentralizing modernization to the area while the role of the
water was traffic network diminished. Big trading and services communities around the railway station and
along the roads respectively came into existence. Ban Nokkok Railway Station (Nakhon Si Thammarat Railway
Station) was an important transshipment center and Thawang, consequently, became the most important trade
area and reached its trading renaissance. As a result land utilization became quasi residential and commercial.
As the urban had a tendency to expand along the newly developed communication routes, coupling with
limitations to land utilization in Thawang District, its residents migrated to a new settlement along the land
communication routes such as Rajadumnoern Road which is the main communication route. Additionally, the
growth of big business enterprises who have invested and rendered their services in Nakhon 3i Thammarat
and made their contribution to the influx of more business investment gradually diminished the commercial
role of Thawang at its present period. There are main and secondary factors that have their impact towards
the changes of Thawang District. The main factors are physical factors i.e location and settlement, access,
communication, plans and relevant policies. The secondary factors are economic factors such as forms and
categories of activities, social factors deriving from the trading clusters of the locals as well as investment of

big business enterprises which also contribute to the changes.

Keywords: Factors Changes Thawang District
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