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Abstract

Roman legal philosophy continued to evolve from the traditional founding
of Rome (753 BC) until the fall of the Eastern Roman or Byzantine Empire (A.D. 1453).
This article considers the Byzantine philosophy of law. It specifically argues that
there almost was no Byzantine philosophy of law. In fact, there was almost no
Byzantine philosophy, at least not in the sense we usually think of it. It is because
of the lack of surviving texts. The aim of this article is to consider great thinkers
during Byzantine periods. In doing so, this article examines prominent figures, including
St. John of Damascus, St. Photius of Constantinople and Michael Psellos. It is shown
in this article that Byzantine legal philosophy emphasizes that the welfare of the
state springs from two sources: weapons and laws. Thus, the sixth-century emperor
Justinian put before his people Corpus luris Civilis which had gathered-together

centuries’ worth of Roman law.

Keywords: Byzantine Philosophy, Legal Philosophy, Roman law, Eastern Roman
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