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Abstract

Legal standing in environmental cases is a significant issue in the
Thai judiciary. This study aims to investigate concepts and theories as well as legal
principles regarding legal standing and legal standing forms available in Thailand and
in other countries in order to propose developmental approaches for legal standing
in environmental cases. According to the result, the current concepts of environmental
protection as an issue of human rights, emphasizing the relationship between human
beings and the environment, were acknowledged by international organizations.
In many countries, plaintiffs are eligibly granted open standing in environmental
matters. Particularly, in the U.S., legal standing is applicable to as wildlife
protection where a wild animal a plaintiff represented by a human being has a valid
claim for damages to ensure that the natural environment is well protected and
preserved for future generations. Thus, legal mechanisms for environmental
protection under the rule of law where citizens are eligibly granted standing via
class actions and citizen suits should be established in Thailand. To propose
developmental approaches for legal standing in environmental cases in the Thai
justice system, the study recommends 1) the promulgation of an environmental act;
2) a clear definition of who counts as an eligible litigant with environmental standing
under the environmental act; 3) the establishment of an environmental court as a
specialized court; and 4) the establishment of an organization specializing in
mediation and dispute resolution prior to litigation. These developmental
approaches will contribute to improvements in the enforcement of environmental
laws leading to the effective protection of rights and peaceful dispute resolution,
to seeing that those who suffer damages receive appropriate compensation, and to

solving environmental problems efficiently and sustainably.

Keywords: Legal standing, Environmental cases, Class action
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