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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the people’s political participation in local government
and to explore the differences in the level of people’s political participation based on personal
and social factors. The authors employed a mixed methods design with a questionnaire survey of
residents and structured interviews with community leaders. Data were collected from 100
respondents in 15 villages in Tha Khon Yang Subdistrict Municipality, Khantharawichai District,
Maha Sarakham Province. The descriptive statistics were percentage, mean and standard
deviation. The parametric statistics were t-test and F-test. Findings show that the overall political
participation in local government was ranked at a low level. Participation in local government
administration was high; participation in local referendum was moderate; participation in local
ordinance proposals and in revocation was low. There is no significant difference in the overall
political participation in local government classified by personal factors in terms of gender, age,
and education.
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