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Abstract

This research examines the impact of the Republic of India's unique governmental structure on
decentralization, particularly focusing on local governance within individual states. Employing a
qualitative approach, the study sourced data from pertinent documents to draw its conclusions.
The findings reveal that the Republic of India possesses a quasi-judicial governance system. This
results in power being predominantly decentralized from the central government to state
governments rather than directly to local administrations, notably the rural districts overseen by
Panchayats. Under this framework, state governments wield significant authority in formulating
developmental strategies and policies. Furthermore, these state entities have a say in matters of
international trade and conflict resolution with the central government. However, the study also
identifies a lingering challenge: rural local governments are often undermined, possessing
limited efficiency in addressing issues endemic to India's rural landscapes. This limitation arises
because the bulk of administrative power remains concentrated at the state level.
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