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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the royal palace construction project in Phayap Circle
which was initiated by King Rama VIl after his royal visit to the circle. The author employed a
historical research design based on historical evidence. Findings suggest that the project
represented Siam’s political, economic, cultural, and historical knowledge superiority over
Phayap Circle, a Siamese colony. The king considered Chiang Mai as a proper city for
recreation and the palace would symbolize Siam’s power over the circle where its own
palace system used to exist. To accomplish the project, Siam would need substantial
economic and political power. However, the project never materialized due to the economic

problem and political crisis in the late absolute monarchy regime.
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