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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to analyze legal problems regarding election rights
restriction of the monk under the constitution of the kingdom of Thailand by studying legal
documents, legal theories, supporting documents for legal drafting, Thai and foreign legal text
books, and research studies on political role and rights of Thai and foreign monks.

The results reveal that the restriction of election rights of the monks is contrary to the
principles of equality, which is essential to democratic government. Since the right of election
are a fundamental political right of citizens according to the universal principle relating to the
election, the state must allow all citizens to participate in the election and prohibit any rules
that deprive any group of people the right of election. Therefore, the author suggests that in
the future, when drafting the next constitution, restricting the election right of the monks, as
well as the fundamental rights of the citizens, should be taken into consideration. In addition,
the state should promote and protect not only the monks’ right of election, but also citizens’

right to vote by using age as a criterion for voter eligibility.
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5 10. Every person is entitled to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, including the freedom to have or
to adopt a religion or belief of his choice 14. (1) Every citizen is entitled to - (e) the freedom, either by himself
or in association with others, and either in public or in private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship,
observance, practice and teaching

¢ Article 34 Khmer citizens of either sex shall enjoy the right to vote and to stand as candidates for the election.

Citizens of either sex of at least eighteen years old, have the right to vote.

Citizens of either sex of at least 25 years old, have the right to stand as candidates for the election
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T Universal Declaration of Human (1948) Article . All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of
brotherhood.
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