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Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigate the formation and establishment of the
community organizations and their participatory community movement through Phumi
Watershed Charter, as well as the result of Phumi Watershed Charter implementation.
A qualitative research approach was used and data were collected by means of document
analysis and field work data that included observations, in-depth interviews, and focus group
interviews.

The results of this study indicate that the development and establishment of
participatory community movement through the Phumi Watershed Charter were due to an
unbalanced development that caused degradation of natural resources and effected the quality
of life of citizens. Findings also indicate that such results led to the establishment of the
Rattaphum Watershed Conservation and Development Network that uses the Phumi Watershed
Charter as a mechanism for managing natural resources and environment. The implementation
of the Charter has resulted in positive changes in the economic, social, and environmental
resources. However, the Charter is not law-abiding. Therefore, there need to be campaigns that
promote awareness and advocacy of the importance of the Charter as a powerful tool for social
empowerment and sustainable conservation.
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