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Abstract

This research aimed to study participatory community forest management by
conducting a comparative study of models for sustainable community forest management
among villages in Tambon Nachumsaeng, Phuwiang District, Khon Kaen Province.

Findings show that the villages in Tambon Nachumsaeng convene public forums to
identify problems themselves through a participatory process. Next, the communities apply
traditional culture, wisdom, beliefs, and spiritual principles to address the challenges. The
communities have formalized this process by appointing “community forest committees”
comprised of local residents to define rules on shared use of the forest. This process was
spearheaded by the community leaders in Tambon Chumsaeng. The process has been
successful because it is based on shared religious beliefs, to the extent that the communities
conduct “tree ordination ceremonies.”

When comparing the villages in Tambon Chumsaeng in implementing community
forest management, there are only slight differences among sites. For example, most of the
members of the Na Chumsaeng Village forest committee members are community leaders,
while the committee members in Ban Tha Pa Pao Village are elected by the community
residents. The experience of these model communities is synthesized to produce guidelines for
sustainable community forest management. Groups of forest conservation volunteers have
been appointed, including youth and other age groups, and these groups link with the relevant
government agencies. They have negotiated agreements about the limitations in use of the
community forest. Funds have been created for forest preservation, and Buddhist monks
perform the annual tree ordination ceremonies. The strategy of the Tambon is summed up in
the motto: Preserve the original forest and plant new forest for the everlasting future of the

community forest of Chumsaeng.

Keywords: Community forest Management, Comparative Study, Thought Process,

Community Way of Life
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