Government Land and Forest Management Policy and a Local
Community’s Potential to Amend Policy: A Case of the Communities
in the Wildlife Sanctuary at Mogro Subdistrict, Umphang District,Tak

Province
Jeeramet Detkachornkiat!

Kanlaya Saeoung?

Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the process of government land
and forest management policy formulation, using Ralph Dahrendorf’s conflict theory as
the analytical framework, and 2) to assess the potential of the local communities to create
social pressure on the government to amend policy, considering the existing interest groups
and the level of intensity of social conflicts.

The design of this research was qualitative, using descriptive analysis of documents
and data from the interviews of a group of purposively selected community leaders, village
headmen, assistant village headmen, members of the Subdistrict Administrative
Organization and village committees of Mae Klong Kee, Mae Klong Yai, and Mae Klong Noi
villages. The group interviews were conducted during August 9 -11, 2015.

The results of this study show that the classification of Umphang forest area as
a Wildlife Sanctuary, which was done in order to protect the interest of the state, limits the
accessibility and the use of land resources for the local communities, resulting in social
conflicts. This research also indicates that local people in the area have low potential to
push for an amendment of this government policy. As found in this research, local people
are unable to unite among themselves to protect their own interests. In addition, the level
of conflict between the villagers and the government has not intensified to the level that
warrants attention from the government. It is therefore suggested that local residents need

to be firmly united to protect their common interests with a clear ideology and together

! Master degree candidate in Public Policy Administration, Faculty of Social Sciences, Srinakharinwirot
University

2 Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Social Sciences Srinakharinwirot University



2158150115US U151 B90Y

Uit 9 aliufl 3 (hangnew - fueneu 2559)

create an institutional organization. To pressure for amendment of the current policy, the
villagers have to regulate and intensify the level of conflict through positive social activities

under the aegis of the institutional organization they have formed.
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