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Think Tanks and ‘Knowledge’: A Study of Thailand Development

Research Institute
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Abstract

This paper studies a myth of think tanks, that of ‘knowledge’ that serves as a tool for
policy recommendation and for providing legitimacy for formulating state policy. The aim
of this paper is to create a clear understanding about the myth that think tanks are all about
‘knowledge.” This is a case study of Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI).
This research uses Michel Foucault’s discourse to compare and analyze TDRI’s public
statements with actual events. The main sources of data were TDRI reports, interview
statements, and news from mainstream newspapers. According to Foucault, ‘knowledge’
that is recognized as truth can only exist with the backing of the power establishment, which
operates through culture and customs, institutions, and individuals.

This research reveals that TDRI’s ‘knowledge’ is not the absolute truth but merely

one perspective of truth among several possible interpretations. This type of knowledge
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is created through processes carried out by technocrats in a research institution. This knowledge

is often accepted or recognized as truth, due to the source.
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