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Abstract 
  The aim of this study is to examine local wisdom as a tool for managing conflicts. The 
study employed a documentary research design. Results showed that local wisdom has been 
used as a tool for managing conflicts for a long time in both Thailand and abroad. This tool can 
be used to manage conflicts in many levels, such as interpersonal conflicts in terms of religion, 
beliefs in supernatural power, culture, tradition, ways of life etc. At present, local wisdom takes 
an important role as a tool to manage conflicts between the public sector and people who get 
involved in community rights issues. Localization is regarded as a problem for country 
development, and the government focus on underdevelopment for materials in the rural areas 
and do not pay as much attention to the impacts on ways of life of local people. Therefore, it is 
necessary for public administrators to take into consideration the variation of local wisdom in 
different communities and the fact that different local wisdom leads to different conflict 
management processes. Local wisdom has cohesive power to connect people, shape their 
thought and beliefs, and can solve conflicts in every level. Hence, the public and private sectors 
should apply local wisdom as a tool to solve conflicts in order to achieve organizational 
objectives and preserve the ways of life of local communities. 
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