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Abstract

The main objectives of this study are to (1) study characteristics, causes, and problem
solving process of conflicts, (2) analyze and understand factors that turn political conflicts into
violence and effects of the violence on the locals.

The study was conducted by gathering qualitative information from many different
sources, including interviewing people from different parties involved and examining official
government documents and newspapers. The gathered information was sorted and presented in
a chronological order.

The result from the study showed that (1) there were different types of conflicts. Some
of the conflicts were between the executive and the council, and others between government
officials and political officials. The causes of the conflicts were from personal issues, structural
issues, competition between political groups during elections, and conflicts of interests. (2) So
far, the most serious action resulted by the conflicts was an intimidation with a gun. There were
also some other actions, e.g., demonstrations, complaints, and litigations, which were socially
acceptable in dealing with conflicts.

There were many conditions that turned conflicts into violence, such as the incidents
had been happening during the changing of the executives, or during retorting on disagreement
issues. The conflicts implied a lack of unity and led to changes of the executives. The incident
that diminished the conflict was that the executives compromised by moving out from the

conflict areas to avoid the violence that might happen later.
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