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Farmer Suicides in Thai Society: An Analysis of Reported Cases

in Thai Newspapers
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze the situation and causes of farmer suicides.
Information for this research was collected from the archives of Matichon Newspaper, focusing
on the incidents in 2015. During that period there were 60 farmers who committed suicide.
In terms of the number of attempts, however, there were a total of 65 cases. Most of these
incidents took place inside the home of the farmers. The most frequently used methods
were hanging, self poisoning or shooting. The reasons for the suicides were: 1) not having
enough income to pay overdue debts, 2) lack of capital for planting another rice crop,
3) landless or loss of land, and 4) loss of crop due to severe natural disaster. These incidents
could have been avoided by providing social or political spaces to the farmers troubled by
these problems. Doing so would either increase their will to live or at least make them more

carefully consider all other options, thus reducing the incidents of suicides.
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