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The Hegemony of “Singha”: The Creation of Urban Space by Provincial
Administrators after World War |l
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Abstract

This article aims to study the role of provincial administrators in the creation of urban
space after World War Il. The methodology of this study is the historical approach. The findings
show that when state stability and order became loose and disorganized after World War |l
thieves and crime rose in several areas. To tackle this problem, the state empowered the
regional government officials who represented the central government, such as the district
chiefs and the provincial governors, to restore the situation. These officials were named
“Singha,” after the sacred lion. These groups played important roles in urban development,

and built a close relationship with the local merchants and local power structure. Their power
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increased dramatically and over-shadowed the so-called local democracy, in the form of
municipal councils, at the time. Commencing in the 1950s, the provincial administrations
exerted full control over the local administrations. The net effect was that since 1960,
democracy has been undermined and a new political discourse and space have gained solid

ground in Thailand.
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