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The Problems of Mud Mee Silk Weaving Groups in Tambon Sri Boon

Rueang of Chonnabot District, Khon Kaen Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are: 1) to document the history of the Mad Mee
silk weaving groups in Tambon Sri Boon Rueang of Chonnabot district, Khon Kaen province;
2) to assess the current status of the silk weaving groups; and 3) to analyze the current
socio-economic and political situation. The qualitative data upon which this research was
based came from primary and secondary sources, including various documents, interviews
of key informants and focus groups discussions. Key informants were local silk weavers, local
key community leaders and customers.

The analysis of data found that the formation of the Mud Mee Silk Weaving Group
was first started in 1990, with only two groups. The numbers have increased over the years
to the current eight, but the total number of members per group has declined considerably.
Today, however, most of the production of silk is now for selling at the markets or silk
outlets and less for personal consumption. Those who weave the silk have to be responsive
to the market demands and consumer tastes. They can no longer just follow their own
traditional methods. For example, the dying of silk yarn now uses chemical coloring, not
organic materials. This has created an adverse effect on human ecology and environment.

It is recommended that both the central and local government agencies join hands
to maintain, revitalize and promote a cultural knowledge of Mud Mee Weaving process,
which include designing and dyeing the silk. This can be done through teaching and training
in community schools, along with promoting a cultural value for the Mud Mee Silk that

should be viewed as a priceless heritage, not merely as a commodity.
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