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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to analyze the problems and obstacles of criminal
investigation in Thailand and to propose a guideline for Thai criminal inquiry procedure. The
data employed were from in-depth interviews of 90 key informants from both public and
private sectors who were involved in criminal investigation. In addition, secondary sources
such as previous research findings were employed. The analyses of data indicate that the
absolute power of the police in collecting evidence without external verification opens
opportunities for bribery and corruption. More importantly, this affects the basic human
rights and justice for people. To uphold the high standards of the criminal justice process,
this paper recommends that people with knowledge in law and inquiry should be appointed
on an ad hoc basis to observe and/or participate in the investigative process. This proposed

model of participatory inquiry is expected to balance the investigative power, enhance the
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efficiency of the Thai criminal justice procedures, and bring more fairness to the criminal
justice system in Thailand.
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