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Community Radio Stations and the Redshirt Movement
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study the development, roles and challenges
that community radio stations pose for the Thai state. The data upon which this study
was based were from documentary sources, observation, and interviews.
All community radio stations in Thailand emerged only after the promulgation of the
1997 Constitution. Unlike the conventional radio stations, they do not function
as a government mouthpiece. Rather, they were highly politicized and played
a significant role in the local political landscape, and served as an intermediary center
for mobilizing the redshirt movement. This reflects the fact that rural people who

operated the radio stations were as technologically capable and politically astute
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as their counterparts in the urban areas. Consequently, community stations weakened
the monopoly of the state controlled mass communication and emerged as a threat
to the state. They also made it more difficult for the central government
to propagandize and mislead people through their state-owned radio stations.
The community stations provided the listeners with a different viewpoint about national
affairs and socio-political development. Through their own networks, these stations
functioned to fight suppression for those who were politically weak and, often, ignored

by the state.
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..(M)ost subordinate classes throughout most history have rare been afforded
the luxury of open, organized, political activity. Or better stated, such activity

was dangerous, if not suicidal.” James Scott (1985)
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