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Social Dimensions of Underground Lottery Wagering in Thailand
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Abstract

Relying on a nationally selected sample of 7,900 persons aged 18 and above, this
study tests the effect of demographic, economic and social variables on the propensity
to wager on the underground lottery. Using the method of logistic regression, the study
indicates that the underground lottery has brought more social inequality than we
previously realized. In this study, we found that people in the northeast region (Isaan),
who have endured the lowest per capita income for so long, spent the highest proportion
of their income on the underground lottery. Females, who on average earn a lower
income than their male counterparts, also spent a greater proportion of their income on

this form of lottery. Those who are married, living with a spouse, and are the primary
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bread winners also spend proportionately more, as do people who finished less than a

secondary education and those, in general, with a low income.
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