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The Process of Improving Political Status of Women

in the Central Region
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the political, economic, social,
cultural and legal contexts that pave the way for women to improve their political status
in local government, (2) the process of and the path toward achieving this, and (3) the
factors that either encourage their advancement or pose as obstacles to women
bettering their political status.

This study employs both qualitative and quantitative data. Qualitative data
were collected by interviewing 15 local women politicians and two academicians who
were experts in local administration from 15 municipalities in the provinces of Saraburi,
Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Ang Thong, Suphan Buri, and Chai Nat, all in the central region
of Thailand. Quantitative data were collected from interviews with government and
community leaders, village headmen, tambon headmen, chairpersons of community
organizations, community leaders, and residents in the same 15 municipalities. A quota
sample of 15 persons was set for each selected municipality in these five provinces,
yielding a total sample of 450 persons.

This analyses of the data indicate that: 1) Women in this group rose to political
positions because they had served as leaders in solving or mitigating political, economic,
social and cultural problems within their own communities; 2) All local political leaders
in this study embarked on their political careers through involvement in various project
activities, such as sports promotion projects and community relations projects; 3) The
political advancement of these women was facilitated, in part, by the enactment of
various laws that enhanced women'’s rights. However, it was noted that some prevailing
negative attitudes towards females, as seen in a mild form of gender bias or unequal
recognition of human dignity between males and females, still posed an obstacle to
women attaining the same political status as men.
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Keywords: Political embarkation, Female political position
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