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Participatory Local Water Resource Management:

A Model of Public Affairs Management
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Abstract

Because Water is an important resource for the Thai people’s way of life, the
Thai government has made substantial investments in water pumping stations across the
country. Based on the country’s decentralization policy, the Department of Local
Administration specifies three types of pumping station management for all local
administrative organizations (LAOs): the LAO-dominant model, the citizen-dominant
model, and the LAO-citizen partnership model. This article offers a comparative

assessment of each management model in managing water resources in Don Han
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subdistrict administrative organization, Khon Kaen Province. This analysis relies on data
from the in-depth interviews with several LAO officials, pumping station managerial team
members, and residents in the Don Han SAO. This article argues that the LAO-citizen
partnership model has been more effective than the other two models of water

management.

ANENARY: NISUIMITINNITUN ANUTINTeTEnInesguasn1AUseyvU N13UNATes-Viosdu
Keywords:  Water resource management, Government-citizen partnership, Local

Government
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