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Abstract

This article documents the process of strengthening community networks for
the purpose of promoting local development initiatives. This study hypothesizes that
local people have the potential to look after themselves. The researcher, as a person
who lives and works in a local area organization, observed the method of citizen
participation during this study. In addition, information collected through informal
conversations with key community leaders and members of various social network
groups in Sinpun Subdistrict Administration Organization was also employed.

The analyses of data indicate that the local community has great potential and
is endowed with a wealth of social capital, developed out of the close personal
relationships among the community members, similar to a large family. From
preliminary results, the researcher pursued a participative operational research and
transformed the personal relationships into social forces for local development. There

were three research steps involved: 1) community network assessment; 2) community
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reorganizing though consultative group meetings; and 3) inculcating the civic values and
sense of responsibility among the members of the community. At the end of the
research process, it was found that most members of the community believed that
Sinpun Subdistrict Administration had the capability to initiate and look after local
development projects for their own people.

ANENARY: LATBVIBYNYY, BIANITUTMTAIUAUATUYY
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