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The Relationship between Regional Administration and Local Administration
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Abstract

This report analyzes the management relationship between Regional
Administration and Local Administration in Lam Phun province. The data employed
were collected through in-depth interviews of 25 officers from the Office of Provincial
Local Administration and 58 administrators of local administration organizations in the
province.

Local government in Thailand did not evolve from the culture of communal
help, long established to overcome the problems and obstacles confronted by the
people at times of necessity or crisis. Instead, the genesis of local government in
Thailand emerged from political and legal transformation. We also note that the
National Government Organization Act of 1991 stipulates that all provincial governors
have the legal authority for all administrative functions, including monitoring and
controlling most of the central government branch offices and the local governments
within their own province. It is under this pretext that we found the central

government, through the provincial governor, still controls most of the local
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governments within the province. This study concludes that the relationship between
the two branches of administration, the provincial and the local, are not conducive to
developing and improving the management capacity of local governments, thus

undermining the philosophy of self-reliance and self-governing.
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