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Development and Rehabilitation of the Community Forest of

Khok Nong Nam Khao
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the development and rehabilitation of the Khok
Nong Nam Khao community forest of Tambon Pho Si Sawang, Phon Thong District, Roi Et
Province. Data were collected through in-depth interviews with three groups of respondents: (1)
Government staff, including the executive of the Tambon Administrative Organization (TAO) and
the TAO council president and vice-president; (2) Representatives of merchants of forest products,
and producers of saplings; and (3) Members of the local populace, monks, etc. A total of 15 persons
provided data.

This research had the following findings: The community forest was, in the past, an
ideal ecosystem. However, over time, there was uncontrolled encroachment into the forest, with no
controls, regulations or correct management of the resource base. Gradually, the forest went into
decline because of local ignorance about sustainable co-existence. There was excessive logging
from both local residents and outsiders. Because there was no designation of protected forest areas,
the encroachment continued uncontrolled. The village committee for the preservation of the
community forest did not understand its role in conservation and there was inadequate enforcement
of existing laws to the protect the forest.

Guidelines for developing and restoring the community forest to a healthier condition
include the need for reforestation, control of forest fires, creation of bypass roads around the forest,
agricultural development, planning for sustainable community use of the forest, increased
community participation in forest management, restoring of the forest life forms that are becoming
scarce, increasing respect for the forest as a source of medicinal herbs, and other forms of

sustainable agriculture and animal husbandry.
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