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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study development of ecotourism management
through a case study of Tambon Had Bungkleua in Selaphum District of Roi Et Province. The study
aimed to review the potential for ecotourism in the Tambon and propose guidelines for improving
ecotourism in the locality. Data were collected by in-depth interviews and focus group discussions
with 15 key informants.

This study found that the problems in development of ecotourism in this Tambon included
the lack of a strategic plan of support for the community, infrastructure and budget limitations to
support ecotourism, and lack of local participation of the population. A key attribute of the Tambon
included the variety of tourist destinations in the Tambon. A weakness was the inadequate
infrastructure to provide enough conveniences for the tourists. There is an opportunity for
improvement through support by the Roi Et provincial policy to promote ecotourism by announcing
the years 2009-13 as Roi Et tourism promotion years.

Guidelines for improving the capacity of the Tambon for ecotourism include: (1) Creation
of a network for ecotourism; (2) Improvement of the infrastructure so that the target tourists are
satisfied; (3) Mobilization of internal and external community resources to support ecotourism; and
(4) Creation of a mindset among the new generation to contribute to the community welfare and

preservation of the local customs and cultural to enhance ecotourism in the area.
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