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Color design for old building in Amphawa market
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Abstract

This research studied the selection of colors for redecoration of traditional structures in the
vicinity of the Amphawa Market. The purpose was to identify unique attributes of the Market as a
means of promoting its popularity and to support the efforts of the local administrative organizations
in promoting tourism and building capacity for tourism for international standards. The Amphawa
“old town” area has been famous for quite some time for its preservation of traditional culture,
customs, and architecture. In this way, Amphawa also has historical value and is tangible evidence
of the quality of traditional wisdom. In preparation for the color redecoration project, there was an
initial review of the historical features of the locality. This information was synthesized to produce
an optimal color scheme. This process involved full participation of the local building owners and
residents, who were allowed to choose which colors would be used for their structures. The core
color for the scheme was green, as it reflects the natural feature of the orchards of fruit, coconut,
mango, etc. The historical review documented the birth of King Rama II in Amphawa City on
Wednesday, February 24, 1768, and green is the standard color for Wednesday. Thus, green is an
auspicious color to serve as the background theme of the color scheme of Amphawa Old Town. The
secondary colors of the scheme are yellow and pink. The pink pigment was derived from the skin
and meat of the lychee fruit, which was a key economic product of the area for a long time. The
color was influential in the Panya architectural movement of the period of the reign of Rama V for
both houses and commercial establishments. In sum, full participation of the local community helps
to extract historical wisdom and knowledge about the origins of colors and pigments, changes and
value of the different colors of the different structures, and a sense of pride in the local antiquity.
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